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We have been having brilliant spring weather so 
far and the paddocks are looking pretty good to 
head into summer. Great weather for planting 
trees. Our tree fair is coming up so come along 
and buy some of the beautiful, healthy plants on 
offer from our local nursery people who are 
always willing to give you plenty of advice on 
different species and conditions for planting. 
There are a few workshops over the next couple of 
months so if you are interested mark the dates in 
your diary and give the office a ring to book a seat. 
This is the second soil biology workshop this year 
due to popular demand. The MTG series of 
workshops is all about managing your native bush.  
Check out the information on the latest funding 
available for on ground works in freshwater areas. 
Opportunities for funding on freshwater are rare 
and highly competitive these days. Ring the office 
for help with applications and/or advice. 
Tim and Joy 
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Nambucca Valley Tree Fair 
Saturday 8th October – 7.30am to 1.30pm 
Bowraville Racecourse 
Soil Biology Workshop 
Tuesday 11th October – 10am to 3pm 
With Jeremy Bradley & Cathy Eggert 
Master Tree Growers Course 
6 days Starting Friday 21st October 
With Rowan Reid & Annabel Kater 
Nambucca Valley Landcare AGM 
Monday 7th November – 5.30pm start 
Landcare office Bowra. Canopes, finger 
food, all executive positions vacated. 
Eucalypt Identification Workshop 
Monday 14th November - 9.30am to 
3.30pm   at  Eungai Hall  
with Mark Robinson from NRCMA 

Workshops 
Soil Biology – Tuesday 11th October 
Jeremy Bradley and Cathy Eggert grow cattle and 
vegetables on a small farm in the Hastings 
Valley.  Their farming style aims to encourage 
micro-organisms to rebuild healthy soil. “It’s not 
rocket science”, says Jeremy, “It is much older 
than that.  The micro-organisms that built the soil 
in the first place are capable of regenerating it.” In 
a one day workshop they will introduce the 
different organisms and the ways they interact to 
exchange energy and nutrients in the soil food 
web. Jeremy and Cathy will discuss the simple 
techniques they use to provide conditions for 
micro-organisms to thrive on their farm.  They’ll 
demonstrate how to make and use ‘compost tea’ 
and examine the life in soil and compost under the 
microscope. 
To view your own soil’s life, add a teaspoon of 
soil to about 60ml of water that has been boiled 
and cooled.   Give it a shake and let it settle.  Do 
this about 24 hours or more before the 
workshop.  We’ll then place a couple of drops of 
this solution under the microscope. 
Fresh home from the Carbon Farming Conference, 
the pair will be in the marquee at Pro-Ag and 
always welcome a chat about farming. 
 
Topics for the day are: 
- Soil food web basics 
- How to make biological inoculants (aerated 
compost tea) 
-  How to apply biological inoculants using 
existing machinery 
- How to monitor soil and compost biology 
Microscopes and equipment supplied. 
 
NOTE: This workshop is almost fully booked but 
ring the office if you are interested as we will run 
another one if we can get another 20 people. 
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Eucalypt Identification Workshop- 
Monday 14th November 
Presented by Mark Robinson NRCMA 
Jointly sponsored by MNCFF and NVL 
Mark is an ecologist who is passionate about trees 
and plants and knows his stuff so there is no doubt 
you will learn a lot at this workshop.  
There are lot of gum trees that look much the 
same but have different characteristics and uses. 
Each species has preferred soil type, drainage and 
aspect and they have an array of birds and bugs 
that rely on them for food and shelter.  Some will 
last 30 years in the soil while other will rot in the 
time it takes to put the fencing tools away.  
The morning will be spent indoors at the hall 
learning how to ID and after lunch we will go out 
to a couple of different sites nearby to practice and 
observe. 
When: 9.30am – 3.30pm Monday 14th November  
Where: Eungai Hall,  Eungai 
Morning tea provided, bring your own lunch. 
Wear appropriate shoes and bring your hat. 
Booking a must. 
 

Funding 
NVL has been busily applying for funds still 
focusing a fair bit on the coast. A lot of weeding 
has been done over the past couple of years with 
our successful grants thus restoring the coastal 
vegetation communities and we are continuing 
with this work along with Nambucca Shire 
Council and Dunecare groups. 
We have some beautiful coastal vegetation in the 
Nambucca Valley as we are finding as we unearth 
it from the tangle of weeds. 
Below is a summary of our applications:- 
 

 
 
Valla Swamp Sclerophyll Rehabilitation. 
If successful this project will restore and protect 
16 hectares of coastal habitats and corridor, 
including a swamp sclerophyll forest EEC. The 
project site is an extremely good example of a 
swamp sclerophyll forest having been protected 
from grazing and fire. The main threat to this 
endangered ecological community is invasive 
plant species including those colonising from the 
adjacent urban area. This project will harness the 
combined experience of Landcare, Nambucca 
Shire Weed Office, NPWS Rangers, Northern 

Rivers CMA ecologists and the community to 
conserve, restore and ensure the future health & 
sustainability of this locally rare and high 
conservation value coastal community.    
We applied for $60k over three years and should 
have a fair chance of being successful. 
 

 
 

 
 
NVL applied for 2 projects under the Caring for 
our Country grants.  One with Ngurrala 
Aboriginal Corp to do some restoration work on 
one of the sand islands in the estuary and one for 
the Community Gardens in Bowraville.    
 
Ngurrala and the Sand Island 
This project will protect 12ha of a significant 
coastal ecosystem from invasion of bitou and 
lantana. The islands in the Nambucca Estuary are 
of great importance to the indigenous people of 
the Nambucca Valley. The project will 
concentrate on the largest and most visible island 
in the estuary. The island is owned by the 
Department of Lands and managed by Nambucca 
Shire Council. Both organisations are supportive 
of NVL and Ngurrala. The project includes 
ecosystem protection, weed control, community 
engagement and monitoring.    
 
Community Gardens 
This is a potentially very important project for the 
town. Bowra Central School has instigated the 
project and provided the land for the garden. NVL 
is one of the many partners in the project and is 
assisting by applying for funding. The application 
was for $20k for infrastructure. See below for 
more details.  
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Incentive Grants 
Nambucca was successful with 4 grants, missed 
out on 8. There was a couple that were not funded 
that I thought were walk up starts. There may be 
more applications approved at a later date 
depending on state funding.  
 
Raymond Borland Bequest Funding 
This a chance to get some work done on the fresh 
water for those with well planned projects. The 
more landholders involved in the project the better 
chance we have of success so get together with 
your neighbours for this one. Give the office a 
ring. 
Grant summary 
A total of $300,000 is available with individual 
grants of up to $30,000 to support community 
groups and other organisations undertake projects 
that will repair and rehabilitate degraded non-
urban land and non-tidal waterways in NSW. 
Landcare Australia and the Raymond Borland 
Bequest are providing total of $300,000 
(excluding GST) for the grants. 
The Raymond Borland Bequest 
During extended journeys through country NSW, 
Raymond Borland, a Sydney businessman, 
became gravely concerned about the extent and 
severity of landscape and water quality 
degradation that he often encountered. He was 
also impressed by the outstanding achievements of 
local Landcare groups in repairing degraded areas, 
such as eroded gullies and riparian areas, and 
protecting the biodiversity of native habitat. 
Raymond Borland resolved to assist future 
generations preserve and enjoy the integrity of our 
natural assets. His estate provided a bequest to 
Landcare Australia to be used for rehabilitating 
degraded natural environments in rural and non-
tidal areas. 
Who can apply? 
All community groups or organisations involved 
in caring for and managing our landscapes and 
rivers are invited to apply. The grants are 
particularly targeted towards established local 
community-based organisations that are 
successfully delivering projects to protect and 
improve the natural environment in non-urban 
areas. Individuals and commercial business 
organisations are ineligible to apply for these 
grants. 

There is no requirement for applicants to be 
Landcare groups to receive a Raymond Borland 
Bequest Grant through Landcare Australia. All 
community groups and organisations that are 
committed to repairing and protecting land and 
waterways, and biodiverse habitat are encouraged 
to apply. There is no expectation that applicants 
will create or become a Landcare group as a result 
of a successfully funded application. 
We request that all groups and organisations 
ensure that they have registered the details of their 
group on the National Landcare Directory  
 

Weeds  with Tim Woodward NSC  
 

 
 
The routine inspections of all lands throughout the 
Nambucca Shire have proven be highly effective 
in meeting the objectives of the NSW Invasive 
Species Plan (ISP). The goal in the ISP – 
“Exclude or contain – eliminate or prevent the 
spread of new invasive species”  
A recent inspection in Valla Rural identified a 
small infestation of the Class 1 Noxious Weed – 
Water Lettuce (Pistia stratiotes). The water 
lettuce was located in a disused swimming pool on 
private land. A survey of all surrounding water 
bodies was performed with no further infestations 
located. The offending plant material was placed 
in buckets, with sealed lids and placed 
immediately in landfill (Nambucca Waste 
Management Centre), to ensure that the plant 
material could not spread to other water bodies.  
Water Lettuce is a free floating plant that has an 
appearance like an open head of lettuce. It 
reproduces both vegetatively (mother and 
daughter plants linked by stolons) and also by 
seed, which sink to the bottom of the water body 
and then germinate when temperatures rise above 
20 degrees Celsius. The origin of Water Lettuce is 
unknown as it is so widely dispersed throughout 
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the world, but is thought to originate in South 
America or Africa. Water lettuce can rapidly 
expand and form a dense mat that can cover an 
entire body of water in a very short period of time 
under optimum conditions.  
 

Community Gardens 
The Gardens are open for all Community 
members and it is hoped that they will grow and 
evolve into a place of learning, leisure, listening 
and cultural strengthening. 
These Gardens are a partnership between the 
Bowraville Central School, Bowraville Local 
Lands Council, Bowraville Chamber of 
Commerce, Nambucca Valley Land care, 
Nambucca Valley Shire Council, TAFE Outreach, 
Bowraville Central School P&C and Nambucca 
Permaculture.  
The official opening of the Bowraville 
Community Gardens and the Signing of the MOU 
is on Wednesday 21st September 2011 at 10.30am 
on the corner of Young and Cook streets, 
Bowraville. The Gardens will be opened by the 
Mayor, Rhonda Hoban and there will also be a 
Traditional Welcome. 
The present Stakeholders involved in the 
establishment of the Gardens are cementing their 
belief in their future by signing a Memorandum of 
Understanding. The MOU looks to maintaining 
the vision and goals of the Community Gardens 
and provide governance of the Garden. This will 
be signed at the Official Opening. 
For information phone  Sue Donnelly 65684614  
 
 

 
 

The Nambucca Newtrain Team 
The Australian Government National Green Jobs 
Corp. Working and training for 18-24 yr olds. 
NVL has taken up the sponsorship of this youth 
green team and they have been doing some great 
work in the Nambucca. 

With Michael Jones as their coordinator five 
youths have been gaining work experience at the 
same time as gaining TAFE qualifications in 
Certificate 2 in Conservation and Land 
Management. 
Scotts Head 
Their first job was planting rainforest trees as well 
as swamp mahogany and Allocasuarina littoralis 
at  Buz Brazel Oval in Scotts Head. 
The trees were planted to improve recreational 
appeal of the sports park and provide feed trees for 
bird species including the Glossy Black Cockatoo.  
Their next project at Scotts Head is to repair beach 
access following extensive erosion along the 
frontal dunes -September/ October. 
Lyons Park Bowraville 
Currently the team is planting low rainforest 
species adjacent to the residential area at Lyons 
Park to screen locals from the flying foxes.  1000 
trees have been planted and woody weeds have 
been removed at this site. The intention of these 
plantings is not to drive out the flying foxes as 
headlined in our local paper. 
If any youths would like to join the next Newtrain 
Team to be set up phone (02) 66201000 
 

Flying Fox Camp Bowra 
Nambucca Shire Council has a draft Flying Fox 
Management Plan in progress and there will be 
more on ground works in the area in the future. 
The funding is coming from NSW Environmental 
Trust sustainability project with Coffs, Bellingen 
and Nambucca Shire Councils. 
The Newtrain Team have done a great job 
planting the trees, with a great deal of assistance 
from Tim Woodward starting off the project by 
killing the weeds. Contractors Generation Green 
have also been working there along with local 
residents and students from Bowra Central School. 
NVL has been overseeing the works. This has 
been a great team effort. 
 
Nambucca Shire Council is holding a 
Plan of Management - Community 
Consultation Workshop  
Anglican Church Hall Young St Bowraville 
Wednesday 21st September 
5.30pm – 7.30pm  All Welcome. 
There will be a flying fox expert there as well so 
should be interesting. For details call Jacqui at 
NSC on 65680240 
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before planting 
 
 
 

 
after some planting-not finished yet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nambucca Valley 
Tree Fair 

Saturday 8th October  
Bowraville Racecourse 

7.30am to 1.30pm 
A huge variety of trees, plants, 

shrubs, herbs, flowers, tubestock 
and local produce  

Working Towards a Sustainable 
Future 

FREE ENTRY and ADVICE  
To book a stall or 

For more information phone  
Landcare on 65647838 
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Australian Master TreeGrower Special Private Native  Forest courses  
This is great opportunity to learn about your native bush and how to manager it for sustainable production. Rowan Reid ( of MTG fame) and Annabel 
Kater, a local private forest owner and saw miller, will oversee the project with the support of the Office of Environment and Heritage. Mid North Coast 
Farm Foresters will coordinate the farm and site visits. The course cost $100 for the 6 days which, considering the depth of the schedule is very reasonable. 
Contact the office for further information. 
 Session Description Location 
1 Introductory 

Day 
Friday 
21st Oct 
  

 

 Indoor Presentations  
�  Introduction to the MTG course (Rowan Reid)  
�  Getting to know your local forests (Annabel Kater)  
Practical session in the forest  
�  Basics on forest ecology: getting to know how the trees in your forest regenerate, grow and 
interact  
�  Local forest types and species identification   

Local Hall 
 
Participants property for 
afternoon 

2 Products & 
Markets 
Saturday 
22nd Oct 

 �  Sawmill visit looking at basic sawmilling techniques  
�  Product options from your forest (assessing trees & logs)  
�  Local and regional markets, local supply and demand issues  
�  value-adding, drying timber    

Sawmill visit 

3  
 Forest 
assessment & 
measurement  
Thursday  
27th Oct  

 �  How to measure your trees and forests  
�  Assessing your forest and its history  
�  Introduction to forest management planning  
Practical session: measuring single trees and forests  
Office of environment and heritage vegetation officer to talk on the legislation and pnf 
code of practice   

Participants property 

4 Native Forest 
Silverculture 
Friday 28th 

 �  Competition and spacing of trees in forests  
�  Thinning and harvesting methods and equipment  
�  Methods for harvesting and regenerating native forests  
�  biodiversity conservation during harvesting, soil and water protection  
�  further forest management planning  
  

Participants property 

5 
& 
6 

 
 Sustainable 
harvesting & 
forest 
management 
planning  

10-11th Nov 

 
�  Bringing it all together : worked examples of private forest growers/forest plans  
�  Small-scale value adding- economic issues  
�  forest management planning  
�  forest certification  
  

 
 Participants properties 
with overnight stay and 
dinner session   
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