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NOVEMBER 2007

First and Foremost

Annual General Meetind
5.30pm

Monday December 3

72 High St Bowraville
NVL executive invite all Landcarers to attend.
All positions will be vacated and election held.
NVL manages considerable amounts of money on
behalf of landholders & groups in the valley
managing a large variety of projects and working

in partnership with many other organisations acrpss

the community here in the Nambucca. We are
working in changing and uncertain times, thus
experience and enthusiasm is always welcome, so
please come along for this short AGM and socia
get together.

Envirofund Applications

NVL sponsored 3 projects in Envirofund Round 9
without any success. All the projects were worthy
and would have benefited the valley as a whole.
NVL has had great success in the past so this is
disappointing, particularly for the landowners.
Nothing for it but to try again next round.

On a brighter note; NVL sponsored Valla Lion Club
for funding for a dune walk way that was
successful. The project will receive $8,700 from th
Australian Government that will be matched in
labour by the Lions and Valla Residence.
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Car park
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NSW DPI and NVL will host a free

Paddock Plants Field Day
10am-12.30pm
Friday 30thNovember
Peter and Michelle Jamieson
10 Sheet-0-Bark Rd

The field day consists of looking at 15 to 20 plants in the
paddock; what they are; how to recognize them; how to
manage them and; what they might indicate about the
soils, climate and current management. You will be
given the recently released book “Grasses of the North
Coast of NSW”. All you need to do is bring along a chair
and hat.

Morning Tea will be supplied

Farming for Climate Change

Workshops

by the NSW Dept of Primary Industries

Start preparing now while conditions are
favourable.

-Moderate the see saw impacts on your land and
cash flows.

-ldentify which areas of your property are most
vulnerable and what you can do about it.
-Management options to focus your efforts for best
results.

-Learn how to retain more moisture in your soil
-Soil test and independent interpretation included.
-Methods to sequester and build soil carbon tallore
to aspect, slope and solil type.

Workshops start here in the Nambucca Valley on
the 8" December, venue to be decided.

We Need 8 people to start

Register by calling Greg Reid Ph 66261213
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Splatterguns — strike fear into those lantana thickts!

Alex Statzenko (Green Earth Work

If there is one weed that virtually everyone in Membucca has been intimate with, it's Lantdrenfana
camarg. Those dense thickets are everywhere, most paapdethem and would like to get rid of them, but
in a lot of cases it's just too daunting a projddte thickets can cover acres and grow to twiceragm’'s
height, an impenetrable wall of scratchy canesdhsdll like flyspray. But it's possible. You can go
mechanical and use a slasher, but you're restrictederrun paddocks where trees and natural feaan’t
bung up the tractor. Hand weeding, cutting andtpajrthe stump, and spraying with herbicide areralitive
methods — and are effective - but take either afltime or a lot of people and organization.

The Splatter Gun is a technique developed ovelagtadecade that works well with weeds growingenske
thickets. It works particularly well with lantarfay two reasons: firstly, lantana thickets are galhe made
up of only a few plants, with hundreds of canesmng into each other; and secondly, you can kilrdana
plant with drops of medium strength glyphosate devaleaves, which are absorbed and circulated
throughout the plant for a couple of weeks, afthich it dies rapidly.

A typical splatter gun is a modified drenching dused for livestock), basically a giant syringettha
discharges rapidly to create a stream of largeldt®po a distance of 5 or more meters. By usid@ 1:
glyphosate, walking along the edge of the thicket splattering a solid line into the thicket ev2rgnetres or
S0, you can treat every lantana plant in that astaenough herbicide to kill it. The NSW Natiorizdrks
service, who developed this technique, have fobatlit cuts the time required for weed control B¢@8- a
huge saving in time and money. This means thatcgoukill five times as much lantana in the sametim
compared to spraying. There are other benefitsyioo:end up using less herbicide for a given dtsasafer
as there is very little misting and drift of heiidie and with a little hand-held gun you can reastiier than a
big boom sprayer. Once the treated band of larftasalied and broken down somewhat — 3 months on
average- it forms a mulch which stops a lot of wgednination, and you can get in there and splgtiarthe
next band of lantana.

We have been using a splatter gun in our contradt for about a year and it has made a huge differ¢o
how we deal with lantana infestations as well &subbush — another thicket plant. As we've gained
experience and fine tuned our technique the tindecast savings have kept increasing. We have alsoed
that in bushland sites, the 1:10 concentrationygitgpsate kills the lantana but doesn’t seem tecaffnost
native plants beyond burning a few leaves wherénénbicide landed. ThIS means that as the lanteesa the
native plants are ready to take ;
over and fill up the new space —
no extra planting required! We
have seen startling regeneration
rates at some sites after using th
splatter gun.

Of course, the splatter gun
technique doesn’t change the nee
to come back and do follow-up
weeding, but by reducing the
primary work by such a huge
amount it has opened up the
potential for many landowners to
get on top of the lantana on their §
properties in a big way.



The Common Indian Myna Bird in the Nambucca. WANTED !!

The Common Indian Mynajcridotheres tristisvhich was brought out to Australia
from India 150 yrs ago, is an ever increasing probin Australia and many other
countries, impacting adversely on amenity, heatth @ur native birds and fauna. The
Common Indian Myna is a medium sized chocolate hrbird, about 12 cm tall, with
a black head and neck, a yellow beak, yellow eyehpgellow feet and legs. White
wing patches are obvious when the birds are fly@mnmon Indian Mynas can be
confused with Noisy Minerdvlanorina melanocephala native Australian species
that is also aggressive and often moves arouncbupg like Common Indian Mynas
and they look superficially similar but do not hatie yellow legs and are grey not dark brown.

The Indian Myna shows extreme adaptability in nasgtects of its behaviour, learning by direct exqrexe or
observation of others. It has a highly sophistidat@mmunication system and is long-lived. Mynasupgc
diverse habitats ranging from urban to rural amdperate to tropical climates. Modifications to tiaural
environment enhance the Myna’s success. Densitieseeding populations range from >500birdsZiim
Cairns) to 2 birds/km They prefer woodland habitat, grassy open spacethéy will not enter a closed
canopy forest. Mynas will nest in tree hollows, bieads of palms or other enclosed spaces eg. doltes and
roof cavities. They will eat just about everythimgt prefer insects or human, pet or stock feed tiigh

protein content. Communal roosting sites wheredamgmbers of Mynas congregate can have a huge irapac
neighbouring houses but the positive side of thitat the roost offers a good starting point fapping large
numbers of birds.

Tim and | attended the North Coast Indian Myna whdp last week where we learnt about best practice
trapping techniques, their biology and impacts maiversity and how community groups and individuean
work together to control it. Nambucca Shire Countriéady has 2 traps that it is lending out and NWILbe
making another 5 traps. We hope to put one in &gh in the Shire and that will be on loan to thode
request it in that area at no cost. NVL will wodgéther with Nambucca Shire Council and NPWS. Tidéah
Myna contact at NSC is Phillip Gall ph. 6568 0222.

To kick of this project we are asking everyoneetious know, either by email or phone, if you hawmnils near
your place and particularly if you have very largenbers of them as we would like to find their rtosites.
Give Phil at Council a call if you would like a pratraight away. We will let you all know when wet graps
out to your area.

Coast & Estuary Kit Launched.

We had a good turn up for the launch of our newsE&aEstuary Resource Kit which was held on th& 10
October at Stuart Island. We had 50 for morningateé 75 for lunch. In the morning before the lduadus
took the Northern River CMA board members and stedi both Grafton and Kempsey offices, and
Nambucca Councillors and staff, for a 3 hr tous@me recent Landcare projects returning in timeffer
launch. We were fortunate to have Professor Braan a prominent NSW Coastal expert and Wentworth
scientist, speaking about coastal issues and aurtke free book and DVD has been very well reatiaed
copies can be picked up in various places acrasbl#mbucca as well as here at the office.



IT'S ALL IN THE SOIL

National Landcare Program in association with Nambucca Valley Landcare and Northern Rivers
Catchment Management Authority are holding a Sustainable Farming field day on the Eggert’s Dairy,
Wauchope, November 16™. Chris Eggert will host the day and will explain the reasons for, and the
process of changing farming practices. There is also a DVD and a transcript that is available free
from the office and will de distributed at the field day

_—

-

Biological Farming
\it'sallin the soil

“The organic conversion process for us was challenging”, says Chris. “We needed to learn for
ourselves by reading, developing contacts and going to conferences, but most importantly, we
learned by trial and error and opening our minds to a new way of doing things. We are convinced of
the benefits that biological farming can offer to farms and the environment and are happy to share
some of our experiences.”

The property is now in its fourth generation of farming and up until 2000, was a high input
conventionally run farm. In 2000, Chris and his family began the conversion process to organic
certification. They have improved their productivity and viability and are working to ensure the long-
term sustainability of their land and business. Chris will start the day with a presentation of their
journey and some theoretical background to soils and soil health, linking this to plant and animal
health. This theory will then be practically demonstrated by a farm walk that will explain the farming
practices Chris and his family use, and the flow-on benefits. Feel free to get your fingernails dirty as
you examine the living soil on this productive property. Chris and his family employ a number of
farming techniques, taking what works for them, and leaving what doesn’t and these will be
discussed during the farm walk. They include organic farming, biological farming, holistic
management and farm planning.

Tim Ryan, from Nambucca Valley LandCare, would like to encourage Nambucca Landowners to
attend. The day is free and lunch provided. We will organise a bus if there is enough demand said
Tim. The day is not only for organic farms, all landowners will get some benefit from the Eggert’s
experience; be it soil fertility, pasture management, weed control or sustainable auditing. Further
information ring 65647838



Large Area Revegetation; A Planting Technique

An Extract from a paper written by Tony Jacques

The prospect of revegetating a large area of laitid nainforest trees always seems daunting. Heteaye
with this vast paddock (often lantana coveredjtie Ishovel and a dream. Where to start, howaatpwhat to
plant and when.?

It's important that you have a vision of what yoantt The mechanics, composition and timing of phayvill
be determined by soil, aspect, frost, water avditgland other microclimate considerations.

Thumb Creek Rainforest Nursery has designed a system which minimises maintenamemises
growth rates and eliminates stress caused by & toe'’keep up”. The system is based on Rob Kooysnan
work looking at how rainforests regenerate aftstutbance.
The basic system is to view the planting as a nurab&m x 6m modules each with 16 seedlings. Tioeeea
large planting becomes a series of modules.
The modules need to be totally cleared, manuallshemically, to reduce competition.

Species selection can vary but it is critical tedha fast growing “Mother Tree” ( eg silk oak, biyjgandong)
planted at the centre of the module. The mothersets the growth rate for the module and ovemabeun of
modules the mother trees will be 6m apart.
Any number of species can be selected for varibasacteristics (bird attracting, wind break, ripar) to
finish the planting and eventually form the topdaie and understorey. When the module is plantddaad
mixed fertiliser and mulch (mulch is magic).
Once a module is cleared it should be planted cetelyl and finished before moving onto the next niedu
This way you don’t go back to plant more trees yma have the satisfaction of knowing that thatipBDONE.
The sequence, then SLEAR : PLANT : FINISH : MOVE ON.

If you require assistance in species selectionaribbg in mind some species will not be suitablesimme sites -
askThumb Creek Rainforest Nursery, 65642266 [thumbtree s@bigpond.com]
Remember, when buying, the most expensive seedliisgthe one that dies after you’ve put the work in!!

The Farm Machinery fieldday held at Max
Graham’s farm in September was very informative.
Max and the Sambrooks supplied the machinery
including a rotary, hoe, disc plough, chisel plough
deep rippers, scarifier, aerator, direct seeder etc
Each of the tools was given a few passes as Carol
Rose talked about the pros and cons. The highlight
for me was hearing the opinions of the local fasner
and their experiences. A big thanks to Carol, Max,
Graham and lan

Weed Report

Tim Woodward (Shire Weed Officer) and Tim Ryan (NWield 2 training days on camphor
control in Deep Creek. One was well attended, theranot so. The Green Team are presently
working in Deep Creek controlling camphors along Water ways. There is a real chance that
the project will make a big difference in the VaIlNVL and the Shire are cooperating to make
small volumes of round up available to landownen® what to reduce the camphors and
environmental weeds on their properties. Thoseaested will be able to ring Tim or Tim. One
of us will visit the farm, discuss the weeds tacbatrolled and the best approach and safety
considerations. . NVL will supply some herbicidehe landowner and of we go.

We can beat the weeds if we all take some respiitysi



