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I ncentive Grants

Incentive Grants.

Incentive Grants have been made available from State
and Federal Governments and are being administered
by the Northern Rivers Catchment Management
Authority. This program aims to engage the Northern
Rivers community in improving the condition of
natural resources in our region, including native
vegetation, rivers, soils and the coastline. This is a
chance for individuals and groups to access funds to
do projectsthat will benefit the whole catchment.
Grants are on two levels: Small grants up to $5000
and large grants to $75,000. Small grants will suit
most groups and individuals and will require less
demanding paperwork and reporting.That is not to
say the process is easy. It is very competitive with
about one in 3 getting the nod.

It isimportant to read the guidelines carefully.

A section of the application form lists the NRCMA
priority project activities that the projects will be
rated against. Make sure that your project fits
squarely in one of the boxes. Appling around the
edges is not recommended.

There is an opportunity for community groups to
access funding for materials and training. This will
suit organisations with a strong volunteer base where
the grant funding is more than matched by the
volunteer hours contributed.

Soil Erosion and Gully Erosion are not mentioned as
such, but are eligible under 2 —*Hectares of land
managed within its capability”

Closing Date 21% July

Go to the Northern Rivers Catchment Management
Authority web site www.northern.cma.nsw.gov.au.
Or contact the office for assistance.

Right: Members of Nambucca Heads Dune Care

L ooking after our beaches: Dunecare

established in Nambucca Heads by Kara Smith
Dunecare isagreat way to get involved with the
community, meet fun, like-minded people, and help
keep our local beaches among the best in Australia.
Up and down the mid-north coast many Dunecare
groups have been working hard to look after our
beaches since the formation of the first Dunecare
group in 1985 at Hat Head. Nambucca Heads
Dunecare branch formed in December of 2009, and is
already making a difference in itsfirst project area—
Shelly Beach headland.

With the support of NVL, and Nambucca Shire
Council’ s Noxious Weed I nspector, Tim Woodward;
the volunteers of Nambucca Heads Dunecare have
already put over 100 hours of work into weed and
rubbish removal at the Shelly Beach headland. In the
few short months since work began, there has been a
noticeable improvement in the condition of the bush
surrounding the walking track from the White
Albatross Caravan park to Shelly Beach. Imagine
what will be achieved as the years go by.

Nambucca Heads Dunecare is always looking for
new members — and no experience is required.
Volunteers are provided with tools, as well as
training. Tim Woodward recently provided the group
with training in safe chemical handling, and more
training days are planned for later in the year.

The main group meets on the first Sunday of every
month at 9am, at the Shelly Beach picnic area. Ring
Landcare on 6564 7838 or Nambucca Heads
Dunecare on 0403 436 552 for further details.




CARING
FOR
OUR

NAMBLCCA Y

LANIN tFi: — gl i [:[:l ‘__| I\x | | %xr,
Nambucca valley LandCare PO Box 239 Bowraville 2449 65647838 tryan@nvlandcare.org.au.

ALLES

Rainforest Remnants
Isthere arainforest remnant on your property? What condition is it in? Perhaps it is choked with weeds and vines
or maybe just the perimeter is.
Although each remnant would require a specific method of restoration there are some guiding principles that could
be used if you wish to have ago at restoring or weeding your remnant. The main thing is not to expect to complete
the task in a short time but rather have an attitude of staged removal and follow up weeding over the longer term.
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First thing check out what species you have and what weeds are present and then find out the best methods
for removal of those weeds. This is important as using the wrong method on some species, say some vine
weeds like Madeira Vine, could exacerbate the problem.

Y ou could go ahead and cut down the vines thus freeing up the existing native canopy species. This will
allow their crownsto fill out and close the canopy. The aim isto close the canopy as quickly as possible, to
block out the light and thus reduce the regrowth of weeds on the ground and encourage the native seed
aready in the soil to germinate.

Tackle the healthiest areas first where there are existing natives as regeneration will be faster there.

If there are open areas where there are no natives at all after removal of weeds you may like to hasten
restoration by planting fast growing native canopy species to speed up the closure of the canopy. Use
species that are aready there or belong there. Collect some seed from other species in your remnant or from
other remnants not far away from your site, at least in the Nambucca catchment.

Work on the ground storey last and try not to disturb the soil too much. Follow up weeding will be required
at intervals over the next few years depending on the condition of your remnant.

If you need assistance with identification or need some advice on your particular site don't hesitate to ring the
office. Ask about funding for fencing off your remnant from stock

Restoration in progress. Lantana and vine weeds removed allowing natives to germinate and grow
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Community Wor kshops To Save Electricity — And Your Money
As electricity prices continue to rise household budgets are coming under further financial strain.

The Our Living Coast Program, a program created by the Coffs Harbour, Bellingen and Nambucca °
councils, will conduct a series of community workshops focused on household sustainability.

The first workshop in the series aims to help householders achieve significant savings with reduced :
electricity bills through practical advice.

Art Drayton, secretary of the Alternative Technology Association’s Coffs Harbour branch, will
present the series of workshops to be held in Jduly. r

Art isalso a Green Loans Home Assessor and in that role he has seen many homes where he has
developed individually tailored recommendations for energy efficiency. A

“There are some obvious items that use a lot of electricity in our homes and there are often simple <
measures that can be taken to reduce power consumption and energy costs,” said Our Living Coast e
Alliance program supervisor Jm Downey.

In an average house in NSW, 30 per cent of household energy use is for heating water, while room :
heating and cooling accounts for 23 per cent and refrigeration 12 per cent of all electricity costs.

“Expertsin this field suggest that many households can reduce their electricity bills by between
20% and 50% - we want to help people do this,” Mr Downey said.

The dates for the workshops are:
7 July 2010, 4pm at Coffs Harbour Community Village
8 July 2010, 3pm at the Uniting Church Hall in Bellingen
14 July 2010, 3pm at the Council Chambersin Macksville

As another bonus for residents, the NSW Government’s Home Power Savings Program offers a
free home assessment to eligible households together with a power savings kit and a personal
power savings action plan. Our Living Coast’s organisers can explain how to take part in this
program.
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For further information and to register for aworkshop please call Pia Dollmann on 6648 4644.
Our Living Coast has been assisted by the NSW Government through its Environmental Trust.

Media Contact: Anita Hulm, Assistant Media Officer, 6648 4091/0407 227818



