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P.O. BOX  239

72  HIGH ST.  BOWRAVILLE    NSW   2449

Phone: 65647838   Fax: 65648354   Email: tryan@nvlandcare.org.au
ABN   31 731 930 258
Summer 09
Not a bad drop of rain. As usual, the flood was different for different reaches. There was considerable damage to fences and some farmers had stock and infrastructure losses. 
From a LandCare point of view, the river held up fairly well. I have had some reports of bank erosion, there was no systematic collapse.  I am pleased to report that all of the major bed controls and bank protection that has been install over the past few years held up and performed as expected. 
The Future of Landcare

LandCare turns 20 and comes under pressure
I realise that each new government feels it must make changes to distinguish them from their predecessors but I wish they took a little more time to consider the ramification.

There are 3 polices that has made it difficult for NVL

1 Caring for our Country (CfoC) The feds have decided that state and regional priorities are inconsequential and only federal initiatives are to be funded. These include the barrier reef, Tasmanian devils, camel, Northern Australia and the Murry- Darling all of which are in short supply in the Nambucca. 

The Nambucca, and the Mid North Coast for that matter, have very little that we can apply for; bitou bush, lantana, some estuary programs and littoral rainforest of which we have 2/5 of 5/8s 

CfoC refers to Landcare through out the document by give little for community engagement and nothing for fresh water reaches. 

2 The NRCMA has had their budget cut. The CMAs were set up in the  Howard Government era to deliver NR programs at a regional level. Remember all the money, work that went toward developing the Catchment Action plan and the resulting conflict: all for nothing. 

3 Of the $42 billion splashed around in the Commonwealth’s economic stimulus package, not a cent went to Landcare—an ominous message for the 20-year-old movement as it struggles to find its way through new realities. Despite the rhetoric about the vale of community action and grass roots involvement there not a mention when the money was distributed. 

Joy and I are doing our best to ensure the Nambucca is not totally over looked. We have projects with the NRCMA that will give NVL a base line funding.

In addition, NVL is developing partnerships with the Nyambaga Green Team and The Nambucca Council to get meaningful on ground outcomes and community support. 

Who’s caring for our country?

We’re caring for our country!
Indian Myna Control Program Mid North Coast
NVL, in partnership with Bellinger and Coffs Landcare, Coffs, Bellingen and Nambucca Shire Councils and NPWS, has been successful with our NSW Environmental Trust application for $100,000 to run an Indian Myna control program for the next two years. 

The three Shires have been running their own programs over recent years but with few resources and a lot of volunteer hours. Long waiting times for traps and the difficulty in trapping has sometimes led to frustrations for trappers.  

A Steering Committee is presently going through the process of employing a part time project officer to run the program. The main aims of the program will be to educate strategically placed volunteers to assist other members of the community to trap, raise the awareness of the community, map and record data about India Myna distribution in the area and to make a website, handbook and brochure. The project officer will also be doing some strategic trapping themselves where necessary and documenting best practice trapping. New traps will also be made.

The program will be up and running in late March. We will inform everyone how to contact the project officer then. Watch out for some media around that time.

Meanwhile there is still a waiting list for traps here in the Nambucca. If any members have got traps from us and have finished using them for the present time please arrange to get them back. If the birds go away, return the trap and you can borrow it again if or when they return.
Biological Farming and
 Healthy  Soils Workshop  
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Dr Maarten Stapper is a world renowned speaker who has lived, studied and worked in the Netherlands, Canada, USA, Iraq, Syria, and since 1982 in Australia. 
His focus on biological farming is to help farmers to improve the profitability of their operations by harnessing the power of natural soil processes, improving their use of inputs, creating healthy soils and understanding those practices that negatively impact on soil health.  
Learn reasons for soil degradation and its remediation, 

· Achievable steps to improve your soil biology. 

· Find out the roles of humus in creating soil balance and efficient use of water

· How can you make your plants more drought tolerant? 

· What do weeds tell you? Learn more about effective weed control, with or without herbicides.

· Create internal plant resistance to insects and diseases – how can you stop using insecticides and fungicides without loosing yield?

· Find out how biological farming improves food and feed quality.

· How does healthy soil improve stock health?

· Find out how to stop reliance on (expensive) synthetic chemicals and fertilisers.

· Learn how healthy farming systems reduce risks and lead you to peace of mind.

· How to start?

WHERE:  Nana Glen Hall, Grafton Street Nana Glen, 30 mins North West of Coffs Harbour

WHEN:  Tuesday 3rd March, from 9:15am to 4:00pm

Free: Morning tea & lunch provided

There will be a free bus to take Nambucca participants to workshop.

Pick up 8am Nambucca Tourists Centre on the Highway.  Places Limited
Booking essential   65647838

Getting the Most from Soil Testing for Beef Cattle Pastures

Harry Rose (Soils Information Officer, NSW Department of Primary Industries)

Free Field Day

Soil testing is a very useful tool to help landholders identify soil nutrient and structural problems. However, many things can go wrong between collecting the soil and having the test results interpreted. Using the wrong tools and methods can lead to “rubbish in – rubbish out” and a lot of wasted money.

Landholders also need to know how their soil tests are being interpreted. Some advisors use the sufficiency level for interpretation, others use the balance method. The different methods can result in very large fertiliser and cost differences. If you don’t know what the sufficiency and balance methods are, you should definitely come along.

These field days will cover:

· What pasture species can tell you about your soils

· How to collect soil samples and what tools to use

· Why a 0-10cm soil test isn’t enough for making fertiliser decisions

· What else needs to be measured to make fertiliser decisions

· The reliability of testing labs

· What soil tests do you need and what don’t you need

· Benefits of tissue testing and fertiliser strips

· The rights and wrongs of using an advisor
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This is a hands-on field day, so expect to get your hands dirty. Landholders will need to bring a chair, their lunch, sun protection, several handfuls of their topsoil and subsoil (separate) and a soil test result if they have one.

Free
When Wednesday 8th April

Where – to be determined
Booking essential 65647838
Nambucca Valley Tree Fair

Native tube stock, Trees, Shrubs, Herbs Flowers, Vegetables suited to the Mid North Coast

Expert Advice from the nursery owners 

Funding Advice from  

   Nambucca Valley     Landcare

Entry Free
Date Sat 4th April

Time 8am- 1pm

Bowraville Race Track
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Sites available
Contact 

Nambucca Valley LandCare

65647838
What’s on

 Tree Fair Sat 4th April 8am-1pm Bowraville race track
Biological Farming

and Soil Health  Tue 3rd March 9:15am to 4:00pm Nana Glen Hall
Soil Testing8th April

for pastures                  9am to 3pm to be announced
Coming Up     Seed collecting and Small Acre Horse Management

