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About the project 

The Protecting and connecting coastal habitat corridors at Mt Yarrahapinni project (the 
Yarrahapinni Corridors Project) was run by the Macleay Landcare Network from January 
2017 to December 2019 with funding from the NSW Environmental Trust. The project was 
delivered in partnership with Nambucca Valley Landcare.  

The project aims were to improve the habitat for threatened species and to raise awareness 
and knowledge of how to manage the impacts of pest plants and animals, prevent predation 
and road deaths, and reduce the loss of habitat corridors and key habitat features such as 
old trees with hollows. 

The project was targeted on private lands surrounding the Yarriabini National Park, located 
on the NSW North Coast. 

Figure 1: Location of participating properties surrounding Yarriabini National Park. 

 

 

Landholder participation 

On-ground project activities was undertaken on 12 properties. Initially nine properties were 
selected following an expression of interest process to receive property scale management 
plans and on-ground support. An extra three properties were added during the project period. 
Ten properties were registered with the Land for Wildlife program during the project, with two 
properties being already registered.  

 

Bush regeneration works 

Eleven landholders received project support to restore 35 ha of wildlife habitat affected by 
weed invasion. Contractors were engaged to complete 927 hours of bush regeneration and 
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revegetation works identified in landholder management agreements and workplans. 
Participating landholders contributed 617 hours of maintenance weeding during this time.  

The most frequently treated weeds included Lantana, Winter Senna, and Broad-leaf 
Paspalum that was encountered at all work sites. A significant outcome of the work has been 
the control of isolated infestations of Arrowhead Vine, Bamboo, Fishbone Fern, and Coral 
Berry to prevent their further spread. Despite the relative short treatment period of two years, 
works have successfully reduced the density and extent of weeds on all participating 
properties. Plot based monitoring documented an average decline of 19% in weed cover in 
the mid-storey, and 39% on the groundlayer, and a minor increase in native plant cover in all 
layers (Chart 1).  

 

Chart 1: Mean change in cover of native and weed plants in 14 monitoring plots. Note there 
were no canopy weeds in the plots so no change can be expected for this category. 

 

 

Figure 2: Example of photo monitoring of weed treatment works. 

  
Fishbone Fern infestation before treatment 
works (16/2/2018). 

Fishbone Fern infestation after treatment 
works (12/12/2019) 
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Camera survey and nest box program 

A second expression of interest process identified four landholders (3 existing project 
participants and one new participant) to participate in a camera survey and nest box 
program. Under the program four game cameras and twelve nest boxes were installed on the 
properties by a project contactor.  

 

Table 1: Wildlife recorded by camera survey with frequency of records (280 survey nights).  

Predator and feral spp.: Native Mammals: Other: 
Fox (49) Kangaroo (12) Skink spp. (2) 

Dog / Dingo (21) Swamp wallaby (27) Bird spp. (48) 

Green Catbird, Honeyeater spp., Grey 
Shrike Thrush Spangled Drongo, Tawny 
Frogmouth, Lyrebird, Brush Turkey, 
Owlet Nightjar. 

Cat (2) Red necked wallaby (39) 

Hare (9) Bandicoot / Antechinus (8) 

 Brush tailed Possum (19) 

 

Table 2: Occupation results of nest boxes after 9 months. 

 

 

Figure 3: Camera survey and nest box program setup and images. 
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Road Signs 

Two road signs alerting motorists to wildlife were installed at Stuarts Point Rd and Grassy 
Head Rd. The signs were developed in consultation with local wildlife rescue organisation 
FAWNA Inc and features their phone contact for reporting injured wildlife. The signs were 
kindly installed by Kempsey Shire Council. 

Figure 4: Project road signs. 

  
Macleay Landcare Network 
and FAWNA launch the signs. 

Road sign alerting motorists to wildlife. 
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Educational activities 

During the project a range of educational activities were run to raise awareness and inform 
local residents on threatened species, and how to manage threats, and maintain wildlife 
habitats. The following educational activities were run during the project: 

 A Pest Predator Control Information Night  
 Two nocturnal spotlighting events In Yarriabini National Park. 
  with Scotts Head and Eungai Public Schools 
 A Bush Regeneration Workshop 
 A Wildlife Survey Information Night 
 A Eucalyptus Identification Workshop 
 A Responsible Pet Ownership program delivered to local schools and vet clinics 

featuring the Is your pet wildlife friendly brochure and pledge activity sheet. 

These activities were developed and run with the active support of subject experts, 
community organisations, and government departments including North Coast Local Land 
Services, NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service, NSW Forestry Commission, Kempsey 
Shire Council, Nambucca Shire Council, ecological consultants Saltaire Flora and Fauna, 
Working Options, and Ross and Jan Macleay, the Grassy Head Nursery Trust, and wildlife 
rescue organisations FAWNA and WIRES. 

 

Workshop evaluations have been included for the following events: 

 Predator Pest Control Information Night 
 Bush Regeneration Workshop 
 Wildlife Survey Information Night 
 Eucalypt Identification Workshop 
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Figure 5: Photos of project activities. 

  
Predator Pest Control Information Night Bush Regeneration Workshop 

  
Wildlife Survey Information Night Eucalypt Identification Workshop 

  
Nocturnal spotlighting event In Yarriabini 
National Park. Public School. 

  
Project landholder and contractor working 
together (and having too much fun). 

The project facilitated 10 new Land For 
Wildlife registrations. 

 

Figure 6 (overleaf): Take the Is your pet wildlife friendly pledge.  
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 Build a suitable cat 
enclosure with access 
to indoor and outdoor 
areas. 

 Include a bed, scratch 
post, toys, and an 
elevated perch. 

 If no enclosure is 
available keep my cat 
indoors. 

 Keep them inside 
when wildlife is most 
active from late 
afternoon, overnight, 
and until mid-morning. 

 Walk my dog on a 
leash when walking in 
the bush. 

 Train my dog to follow 
instructions when off 
the leash. 

 Do not allow my dog 
to chase wildlife. 

 Avoid areas with 
nesting wildlife. 

 Know the areas where 
I can and cannot take 
my dog. 

 Keep my dog safe and 
secure at night. 

 Register my pet with 
my local Council. 

 Identify my pet with a 
collar, tag and 
microchip. 

 Get the vet to de-sex 
my pet. 

 Feed my pet 
appropriately. 

 Control my pets  
behaviour in wildlife 
areas. 

 Never release 
unwanted pets into 
the environment. 
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Pest Predator Control Information Night - Participant Survey Results 

Grassy Head Community Nursery Site (access through the Grassy Head Caravan Park). September 
26th 2018, 6-8pm. 

Attendance list: 16.  Surveys completed: 10. 

Presentations: 

Welcome  
Background on the Yarrahapinni Corridors Project 
Purpose of the evening 
Andy Vinter: Landcare Officer, Macleay Landcare Network 
Pest predator impacts and behaviour 
Mick Elliot: Senior Biosecurity Officer, North Coast Local Land Services  
Predator impacts on threatened species 
Greg Wallace: Ranger (Vertebrate Pests), NSW National Parks and 
Wildlife Service 
Project support and methodology 
Bernard Whitehead: Consultant, Saltair Flora and Fauna. 
Opportunistic presentation on feral control programs 
Mick Taylor Protection Supervisor Mid North Coast, Forestry Corporation 
of NSW 
 

What predator management issues are of most concern to you? Please tick below. 

 

Other concerns: Please write them below. 

Pig/deer populations and impacts 

Feral cats 

Acknowledged value of the role of top predators in natural ecosystems 
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Do you already undertake predator control activities?  Yes /  No.  

 

Please write how. 

Soft jaw traps, cage traps, fencing, lighting, baiting, shooting. 

 

What types of actions will you pursue following the information night? 

 

Other: Please write below. 

Try trapping 
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What do you think responsible pet ownership is? 

Keep pets under control / contained (4 responses) 

Stop them roaming / knowing where pets are 

Keep them out of natural areas 

 

Tie dogs up at night 

Pet welfare (2 responses) 

 

Please provide some feedback on the Pest Predator Control Information Night. 

Informative night (6 responses) 

Importance of monitoring 

Use of remote cameras 

Educating young people  
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Bush Regeneration Workshop - Participant survey results 

Yarrihapinni Corridors project site, Scotts Head Road, 28th March 2019.  

11 surveys were returned, out of 18 people attending. 

 

Do you already undertake bush regeneration activities? 

 

How would you rate your level of knowledge and confidence in bush regeneration before the 
workshop: 

  

 

What types of actions will you pursue 
following the workshop? 

 

Comments received: 
 

 Informative etc  7 responses. 
 Excellent / enjoyable / very good / 

good  5 responses. 
 Lots of enthusiasm renewed by the 

group / inspiring  2 responses. 
 Good venue  2 responses. 
 well organised  
 Do different types of sites 
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Wildlife Survey Information Night - Participant Survey Results  

Wednesday 29th of May at Grassy Head. 

Attendance: 22; Surveys completed: 11 

6 pm  Sign on the attendance form please 
Tea and coffee 

6:15 am  Welcome  
Background on the Yarrahapinni Corridors Project 
Purpose of the evening 
Andy Vinter: Landcare Officer, Macleay Landcare Network 

6:30 pm Camera survey and nest box results 
Bernard Whitehead: Consultant, Saltair Flora and Fauna. 

7:00 pm Questions and discussion 
7:30 pm Refreshments 
8:00 pm  Return Survey and evaluation forms  

End 
 

How did you hear about this workshop? Please  below. 

 8 - Landcare newsletter (email or print) 
 0 - Facebook post 
 0 - Newspaper article (on-line or print) 
 5 - Word of mouth 
 0 - Flyer 

 

Do you already undertake wildlife survey or monitoring? 4 Yes / 7 No.  

If yes how? Cameras (1); bird observation (2); observation (1). 

 

Do you document your survey or monitoring results? 0 Yes / 4 No.  

 

What types of actions will you pursue as a result of attending the workshop? 

 Use cameras (7): Borrow from MLN (3); buy camera (1); keep using (1); unspecified 
(2) 

 Try nest boxes (2) 
 Try sand plots (1) 
 Survey our property (1) 
 Plantings (1) 

 

Write any obstacles that may be preventing you from undertaking wildlife survey or 
monitoring activities: 

 Knowing how to do it (3) 
 How to record results (1) 
 Sharing information (1) 
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 Making the nest boxes (1) 
 Cost (1) 
 Time available (1) 

 Animal ethics (1) 

 

Please provide some feedback on this workshop: 

 Interesting / informative / engaging (7) 
 Fantastic / excellent / very good / fabulous / great / inspiring (6) 

 

 

 

Please help us plan future events: 

What topics would you like to be covered in future workshops? What type of workshops do you enjoy? 
2 - Feral animals 
4 - Native wildlife 
3 - Weed identification and 
control 
4 - Bush regeneration and/or 
tree planting activities 
8 - Native plant identification 

1 - Erosion control 
2 - Soil health 
0 - Farming 
enterprises 
1 - Grazing 
management 
1 - Other: Nest box 
construction and 
installation. 

5 - Visiting different properties 
and/or project sites 
5 - Learning and discussing topics 
indoors 
7 - Getting hands-on with an 
activity 

 

Your name: (optional):  

 

Key points from results: 

 Newsletters (mailchimp) is an effective method of promoting events. 
 Word of mouth also works well in this project area. 
 There is significant interest in camera use, and nest boxes (to a lesser degree). 
 The lending of cameras is likely to be well received. 
 Need to increase peoples knowledge of how to document wildlife monitoring results. 
 The workshop was well received. 
 Native plant identification would be a popular topic for the final project workshop. 
  the night.  
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Eucalypt Identification Workshop - Participant Survey Results 

Grassy Head Nursery, 8th November 2019. Attendees: 35. Surveys completed: 22 

How did you hear about this workshop? Please  below. 

 

How would you rate your ability to identify Eucalypt trees before and after the workshop: 

  
 
How will you apply what you learned from the workshop? 

 
Please provide your feedback on the workshop. 

All comments were very positive. Feedback has been classed into the following areas: 
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This report was produced by the Macleay Landcare Network 

Andy Vinter (Landcare Officer), February 2020. 

 

This Project has been assisted by the New South Wales Government through its 
Environmental Trust. 
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Appendix: Plot monitoring data.  

Charts 2-17: Changes in cover of native and weed plants in project monitoring plots. Data 
collected in July/August 2019 represents cover before treatment even if primary treatment 
had already occurred, but only if evidence of cover was available (eg dead foliage remaining 
after foliar spray treatment).  
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